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Where are we going today?

• Let’s talk about family involvement

• What are some strategies to improve how we 
get families involved? 

db k & G l S i• Feedback & Goal‐Setting
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Indicator B‐8 

• Percent of parents with a child receiving 
special education services who report that 

_______ __________ parent 
i l t i iinvolvement as a means of improving 
_________ and ________ for children 
with disabilities
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The 4 A’s 

• A_________

• Attitude

• A__________

• Actions
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Developing Pathways to Partnerships

Prerequisite Conditions: “3 A’s” must be in place for Actions to 
be accepted and effective

Approach

Atmosphere

Attitude

Actions
Communicating a tone of 

partnership through bidirectional 
home-school communication and 
fostering family involvement in 

learning at home

Successful learning 
opportunities and 

outcomes for 
children

(Christenson & Sheridan, 2001; Sheridan & Kratochwill, 2008)(Christenson & Sheridan, 2001; Sheridan & Kratochwill, 2008) 5

Establishing Rules 
• Clear, ________ & Consistent

• ______

• Frequent

• ___ vs. ______
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Steps for Effective Commands

• Close __________

• Say child’s name

M i t i• Maintain __________

• Use quiet _____
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Steps for Effective Commands

• Give _______ 
command

• ______ before 
reissuing 

• Provide 
______________
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Rewarding Good Behavior

• Strengthening relationships

• ________  __________

• Predicts future behavior 
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Types of Rewards 
• Physical and ______ Rewards

• Activity Rewards

• ________ Rewards
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Physical and Verbal Rewards

• Strengthen 
___________  
__________

• _______ to Give
– _______; Hugs; ______
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Providing Praise
• IFEED

– Immediate

– ________

– Eye Contact

E h i i ll– Enthusiastically

– __________
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Activity Rewards
• __________ activities

– Playing a ________

– Reading a story

– ______ ____ _ ______
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Tangible Rewards
• Combined with other rewards

– Reward Menus

– _____ _____

– Chart Moves
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Things to Remember
• ________ for rewards
• Decrease motivation?
• Not for ____________ behavior!
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Ignoring Behavior
• ______ decisions

• Don’t stop!

• _______ before 
improving
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Steps to Ignoring Behavior

• Remove ___ attention

• Refuse to argue or scold

• Turn your ____ and 
avoidavoid ____ _______

• Don’t show _____

17

Steps to Ignoring Behavior
• Pretend the behavior isn’t occurring

• _____ _______or find other activity

• No material reward

• when behavior stops• ___________ when behavior stops
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Behaviors to Ignore
• ________ & Fussing

• Pouting & sulking

• Crying & complaining

• ________

• Tantrums
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Behaviors NOT to be Ignored

• _____ (self or others)

• Breaking Objects

• _______ objects 
(that may cause(that may cause 
injury)

• Potentially ________ 
behavior 
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Feedback. . . 
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Questions for you. . .

• What are the potential barriers for using this 
model for behavior strategies?

• How can we overcome these barriers?
• What support is necessary fromWhat support is necessary from 
administration?

• What support is necessary from other school 
staff?

• How will we ensure this support is offered and 
barriers are overcome?
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For More Information
• www.ed.gov

• www.acountabilitydata.org 

f t k• www.rrfcnetwork.org

• www.nectac.org 

It’s about Better Results 23

We’re Done for Today!
www.accountabilitydata.org
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Tips for Parents:  Using Praise and Rewards 
 
Praise… 
 
Praise often!  Don’t be stingy with praise!! 
 
Praise your child at least 10 times per day! (It might feel awkward at first, but soon it will 
be second nature!) 
 
Praise your child as soon as you see the behavior you are interested in.  
 
When praising children, follow the IFEED Rules: 
 

Immediate – provide praise immediately after the appropriate behavior  
Frequent – provide praise as frequently as possible 
Eye contact – make eye contact with the child 
Enthusiastically – be enthusiastic when praising 
Descriptive – describe specifically the behavior that you are praising   

 
 
Rewards… 
 
Many Types of Rewards can be Used:  
 

• Physical and Verbal Rewards 
o Powerful and effective at strengthening appropriate behavior 
o Easy to implement 
o Examples: 

 Smiles 
 Hugs 
 Kisses 
 Words of praise 

 
• Activity Rewards 

o Doing something that your child really likes to do  
o Examples: 

 Playing a game 
 Reading a story 
 Going for a walk 

 
• Tangible Rewards (should be combined with other rewards such a praise)  

o Stickers 
o Candy 
o Small toys 
 



 
Reminders when Using Rewards: 
 

 Make sure you provide the reward as soon as possible after the behavior is 
displayed 

 Rewards should be specific, special, and immediately available   
 Rewards should be things the child is not able to get all of the time 

 
 
Motivating your Child… 
 
Make Motivation Fun!! 
 
Unique ways to provide motivation and frequent recognition for positive behavior: 
 

 Grab Bags: 
 

When the child has met a preset goal they are allowed to pick from a bag 
containing 15-20 small pieces of paper with rewards written on them. 
 

 Chart Moves: 
 

Every time a child completes a certain task they are able to connect a dot on a dot-
to-dot picture. At certain points the child is able to receive a reward. This allows 
the student to track their progress and determines when rewards will be given. 
Chart moves can increase good behavior and help the child become more aware 
of his/her own behavior. 

 
 Reward Menus 

 
The adult and child jointly select items to be used as rewards for appropriate 
behaviors. Rewards should not cost a lot of money, not take a lot of time, and 
should be natural whenever possible. 
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Possible Social Motivators 

 
Hugging 

Congratulations 
High Five 
Thumbs up 

Smiling 
Announcing success to others 

Applause 
 

Possible Activity Rewards 
 

Free time 
Pick a story 

Choose the dinner 
Water play or water fight 
Parent does child’s chores 

Play board game 
Go on a walk 

Play catch 
Select TV program 

15 minutes later bedtime 
Computer time 
Pick a movie 

Don’t have to make your bed 
 

Possible Material Rewards 
 

Crayons 
Stickers 

Fake tattoos 
Balloons 

Miniature cars 
 

Possible Edible Rewards 
 

Popcorn 
Soda 

Ice Cream 
Gum 

Cookies 
Chips 

 



Follow the IFEED Rules 
 

 
Immediately praise– the longer a child waits for verbal 
praise or a reward, the less effective it will be. 
 
Frequently praise– it is especially important to provide 
frequent praise when the child is learning a new skill. Try 
3-4 positive praise statements/rewards for every 1 
correction or negative consequence.  

 
Enthusiastically praise – make an effort to show 
excitement when delivering praise and rewards. 
 
Eye Contact between You and the child is important when 
giving a praise statement. 
 
Describe the behavior you are rewarding. Be clear so the 
child knows exactly what behavior he or she should 
increase. Include each of the steps. For example, “Tony, 
I like the way you are sitting in your seat.”  
 

 



        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The adult and child jointly select items to be used as rewards for 
appropriate behaviors. Rewards should not cost a lot of money, not 
take a lot of time, and should be natural whenever possible. 

 



Grab Bag 
 

a) When ______reaches the “special number” on the Chart 
moves they may pick a reward from the grab bag. 

 
b) The bag should contain 10-15 pieces of paper with 

rewards written on them. 
 

c) Creating rewards:  
i. Create a list of rewards with ____. 
ii. Write them down on a piece of paper. 
iii. Cut the paper into pieces and put the pieces 

into a bag. 
iv. The rewards should be things that _____ 

wants to earn. 
v. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT _____ DOES 

NOT EARN THESE REWARDS AT OTHER 
TIMES. 

 

 
 
 

 



 




