Reduced Item Set for Preschool Partnership Efforts Scale

In 2005, the National Center for Special Education Accountability Monitoring (NCSEAM) disseminated a number of validated measurement instruments for states’ use in addressing Part B State Performance Plan (SPP) Indicator #8 and Part C SPP Indicator #4.  For the Part B parent involvement indicator, NCSEAM created two versions of the appropriate measurement scale, one for parents of children in grades K-12, and another for parents of children 3-5 receiving preschool special education services.  Because the wording of some items had been modified for the preschool scale, and additional items had been added, NCSEAM recommended using a 50-item scale to collect data in 2005-06. This recommendation was made to ensure that measures derived from the preschool scale would achieve a reliability of at least .9, the same standard set for the other NCSEAM scales. 
In February/March 2007, NCSEAM conducted a series of analyses on data from parents who responded to the 50-item scale in states that had agreed to participated in NCEAM’s National Item Validation Study. The data were analyzed in the aggregate, with no identifying information on individual respondents. Examination of item-level fit statistics suggested that several items were not good candidates for inclusion in the reduced item set. Using the remaining items, a set of 25 items was selected that (a) covered the important content areas represented in the construct and (b) covered the entire range of agreeability of the items. Simulations were run to estimate the reliability of person measures based on administration of a 25-item survey. The proposed reduced item set yielded reliabilities above .9 for the different samples that were examined. States may therefore have a high degree of confidence in the reliability of measures derived from administration of the reduced item set.

The following documents may be of interest to states that wish to use the new NCSEAM 25-item survey instrument to address Part B Indicator #8 for parents of children receiving preschool special education services:
· Proposed Reduced Item Set for the NCSEAM Preschool Special Education Partnership Efforts Scale with Item Calibrations

· Proposed Reduced Item Set for the NCSEAM Preschool Partnership Efforts Scale with layout numbers
· Rasch_Analysis_of_50-item_Preschool_Partnership_Efforts_Scale.out
· Winsteps Table 2.2 for final reduced item set April 2007
